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ANS Early 
; Correspondence 
de 1877 


Extent: 125 items: 108 letters, 17 other documents. 
Part of: American Numismatic Society, Early Correspondence, 1858-1908. 


Noted Writers: J.N.T. Levick; S.K. Harzfeld; John Haseltine; Eduoard Frossard; J.W.P. Jenks; H.R. 
Lindermann, Director of the Phil. Mint; John Hitz, Consul Gen.; C.I. Bushnell; Adolph Weyl; John Jay 
Knox; Thomas Warner. 


Main Correspondents: Isaac Francis [Augustus] Wood; William Poillon; Prof. Charles E. Anthon; 
Benjamin Betts; Jeremiah Colburn; Edward Cogan. 


Other Correspondents: F.H. Story; Robert Morris; Rodney A. Mercur; Rev. Edwin A. Dalrymple; 
[Editor, New York Dispatch]; N. Ponce de Leon; [The Times Office]; W.E. Dubois; John Eaton; W. H. 
Strobridge; Gaston Feuardent; George H. Lovett; J. Henry Applegate, Jr.; Alexander Balmanno; W.H. 
Appleton; J.N.T. Levick; George Bellason; E.J. Attinelli; S.K. Harzfeld; Bernhard Greef; John A. 
Stevens, N.Y. Historical Society; W. H. Starr, New London Historical Society; Anton Roesingh; John 
R. Baker; Charles Collins?; William Busam; John Haseltine; J.A. Abry; Eduoard Frossard; J.W.P. 
Jenks, Museum of Brown University; Edward Mann Field; J.E. Goodrich, University of Vermont; F.H. 
James, Lancaster Glass Works; H.R. Lindermann, Director of the Phil. Mint; Thomas H. Addicks; 
Thomas Chase, Haverford College; John Hitz, Consul Gen.; Robert Coulton Davis; W.T.R. Marvin; 
Abraham Redlich; William B. Dick; J. Carson Brevoort; R.M. Mclachlan; Dr. C.P. Thayer; J.A. 
Amelung; J.M. March, Sten. of Mint; Myron B. Cottrell; Charles Gschwend; James Oliver; W.B. 
Cottrell; James Ross Snowden; George Freeman; Charles J. Shopee; P.E. Chase; J.A. Bolen; Adolph 
Weyl; William H. Key; William Barber, Engraver, Phila. Mint; [Vermont Numis. Soc.]; George C. 
Adams; L.E. Jones, The Publisher’s Weekly; John T. Wood; John Bowne; John Jay Knox; Thomas 
Warner; Marcus Davis Gilman; Henry Henfrey; John Davidson. 


Noted Subjects: marriage of Charles of Lorraine medallet; article on the origin of the ANS; conterfeit 
half-dollars; Centennial 4" of July medals; Appleton’s Bartholdi medal; AAN’s St. Bartholomew 
medal; Neutrality medal; Seigel & Lincoln medal; “unscrupulous” former member Robert Downing; 
Savannah medal; a Jefferson hub; Key’s Kane medal of 1861; J.F. McCoy, Manhattan Engraving Co.; 
Agassiz medal; Knights of Pythias; Empress of India medal; restruck 1804 dollars. 
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Noted Documents: 

* A handwritten list [by A. Pierreaux?, Paris] of ‘Masonic medals and Jetons’, “picked up in an old 
bookstore” by I.F. Wood, and presented to the ANS {Jan. 7] 

* Robert Morris wants an article on the origin of the ANS [Jan. 19] 

* Davidson, London: Book possibly stolen, belonging to Numismatic Society of N.Y.? (Jan. 22} 

* Robert Morris’ article on numismatics is out of print [Jan. 22] 

* WE. Dubois: News clipping on conterfeit half-dollars [Jan. 25] 

* George Lovett: ‘Certificate of Cancelled Dies,’ (relating to ANS Membership medal) [Feb. 9} 

* Wm. H. Appleton: Loaning his Bartholdi medal to the ANS [Feb. 21] 

¢ ANS Annual Meeting notice (blank) [Mar. 10] 

¢ ANS Curator’s Report [Mar. 20] 

* Cogan: Asks that the Washington portraits he loaned to the ANS be returned [Mar. 21) 

* Stevens, N.Y. Historical Society: A separate donation list is kept by them [Mar. 21] 

* AAN reproduction of St. Bartholmew medal angered Roman Catholic press [Mar 26] 

* Frossard proposes his young friends, brothers Richard and Henry Lawrence, as members, but Wood 
objects to their “minorage” [Mar 29] 

¢ J.W.P. Jenks: Discusses the Museum of Brown University’s coin collection 

* Abstracts from the ANS Constitution and By-Laws Relative to Membership [March] 

* Jones: ‘The Publisher’s Weekly’ is about to publish a list of publications prior to 1876, wants info on 
ANS’s pubs. [Oct. 19] 

* John T. Wood’s Membership medal was lost in transit [Nov. 9] 

* Harzfeld warns the ANS of a corrupt “Ring” selling restruck 1804 dollars [Nov. 26] 

* Acoin list [undated, unsigned] 

* Papers relating to the plate for the printing of the ANS’s Certificate of Membership, by Manhattan 
Engraving Co., (gone bankrupt); the job was then taken over by Continental Bank Note Co. 
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t Half-Dollars. 


‘To the Editor of Phe North American: 


As these pieces are beginning to show themselves, 
though notin alarming quantity, afew simple direc- 
tions for detecting them may be useful, especially in 
the stores and shops. 

Counterfelters generally content themselves with 
the cheap and quiet process of casting from moulds, 
though sometimes they strike the pleces from dies. 
The mould is made from the genuine coin and yields 


a fac-simile. They use a type, metal, somewhat 
hardened and sonorous by the addition of coppers and 
the whole being slightly Silvered over in a battery, 
and the cafe neatly ribbed out, on the edge—such a 
piece may pass while fresh and new. They are, how- 
ever, rather too white and too thick, or if of right 
thickness, too light. 

There is something about the genuine coin that or- 
dinarily puts it abeve suspicion, particutacly after 
the new white surface has given place to the inimit- 
able and permanent nine-tenths tint. It may be 
abused by heating or staining or by contact with gum- 
elastic bands. It has been distigured with tin-foil for 
the small purpose of provoking a bet, In rare cases 
it may have a flaw at the edge, or shut in, which de- 
stroys the ring. But generally it speaks well for itself 
as to color and sonority. 

The genuineness of a half-dollar is something worth 
looking after to any of us, and especially to a store- 
keeper, taking them often through the day. Itis, 
therefore, worth the tronble tohave on the counter 
one or two witnesses—easy to be had. 

First, a balance, which need be no more than a 
thin strip of wood, eight or ten inches long, neatly 
poised. Place a good piece on one end and the sus- 
pected one on the other, and have a weleht of three 
grains at hand; if the difference is more than that de- 
cline taking the piece. 

A much better instrument would be the one in vogue 
many years ago for gold, made of brass, and taking 
not only the weight, but also the gauge of diameter 
and thickness. Any one wishing to see this pe 
affair, with a view of making it for sale, may call at 
the office of the undersigned. No doubt it could be 
sold at fifty cents. Itshould be adapted to the half 
and quarter dollar, and perhaps the whole dollar. 

Second, a liquid test composed as follows: Twenty- 
four grains of nitrate of silver in crystals; one gramme 
(say 15 grains) of nitric acid, and one ounce of water. 
‘any druggist can put this up inasmall bottle with a 
pointed glass phpper made for lifting drops, taking 
care to use pure ingredients. Remove alittle of the 
surface of the coin by a knife and then touch the place 
with a drop from the stopper. If good there will be 
no action, if bad it blackens at once, 

It should be observed this is not the compound we 
use for examining gold counterfeits and jewelry; and 
further,some Poros use nitric acid alone, which will 
discolor a good coin as well as a bad one. 

As for the pieces struck from dies, they are gener- | 
ally such poor imitations that the taker almost de- 
serves to lose uke them. Such a piece dated 1576 is now 
hefore me, good color, feeble and faulty devices, right 
weight, but quite too thick. It would be caught by 
the gauge already mentioned. Itis a whitish brass, 
with silver plating, more substantial than the electro- 
silvering. 

Tt is well that the courts and officers of the law are 
diligent in arresting this business, while the tellers of 
the treasury and the banks throw out spurious offers; 
so that it will notcommonly be necessary to use any 
other test than the eye. 

The writer has chosen tospeak mainly of the half - 
dollar, becanse these are chiefly complained of, and 
the lesser pieces are less likely to be imitated. Still 
some men seem to take a pride in this despicable 
work, even if it yields small profit. In the long run 
counterfeiters are never enriched, and their sequel is 
generally in prison walls. -E. Du Bots, 

Assayer, U.S. Mint, Philada. 
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[nen ums and freon Soci, 


MOTT MEMORIAL, HALL, 
64 Madison Ave., 


New York, March 10, 1877. 





Dear Sir: 


The Annual and Anniversary Meeting of this 
Society, will be held at Mott Memorial Hall, on Tuesday Evening, 


March 20th, 1877, at 8 o'clock. 
Your attendance is earnestly requested. 


WM. POILLON, 
Secretary. 
(@=" Election of Officers. 


Amendments to Constitution and By-Laws. 
Special Exhibition of Coins and Medals. 
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MOTT MEMORIAL FALL, 
64 Madison Ave., 


New York, March, 1877. 





ABSTRACTS FROM CONSTITUTION AND BY- 
LAWS RELATIVE TO MEMBERSHIP. 





CONSTITUTION. 


ArtioLte IIT. 


This Society shall consist of Resident, Corresponding, Lile, and Hon- 
ovary, Members. 


ArticLe LV. 


The name of a candidate for membership of any class must be proposed 
in writing, by a member in good standing, to the Executive Committee, 
who shall report to the next regular meeting such names as they may re- 
commend for election. If no objection shall be made at such meeting, 
the person so recommended shall be declared duly elected. 

If any member demand a ballot, the election shall be by ballot, and 
three black balls shall exclude. 

Any person residing in the United States shall be eligible to Resident 


Membership. 


ee _ i 


Auy person may be elected a Corresponding Member for the term of 
two years, and will then be eligible for Permanent Corresponding Mem- 
bership. (Corresponding Members elected previously to the adoption of 
this revised Constitution, shall remain permanently as such on the roll of 
membership.) 

Any person elected to any class of membership may, upon the payment 
of thirty dollars into the treasury, become a Life Member, which payment 
shall be in lieu of all annual dues thereafter; and if such payment be made 
promptly after election, it shall also be in lieu of initiation fee, 

Special services rendered to this Society, or to the Sciences which it 
fosters, shall be a necessary qualification for Honorary Membership. 

There shall not be at any one time more than fifty living Honorary 
Members, of which number the Director of the United States Mint shall 
at all times be accounted ez-officio as one. 

Persons elected to any class of membership, must signify their accept- 
ance in writing to the Secretary, before their names can be placed on 
the rolls. 
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BY-LAWS. 


CHAPTER III. 
FEES AND DUES, 

The Initiation fee of persons elected Resident Members of this Soci 
ety, shall be five dollars; and the annual dues shall be five dollars, 
payable semi-annually. 

Resident and Corresponding Members will be entitled to a certificate 


of membership, on paying two dollars,and Honorary Members without cost. 


CHAPTER IV. 


MEMBERSHIP, 


All members in good standing shall be entitled to the rights and privi. 
leges usually accorded, and the use of the Library and Cabinets of the 


Society, under such regulations as are provided relating thereto. 


Any member in arrears for more than six’ months, shall not be consid- 
ered a member in good standing; shall have no vote; and, upon recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, may be dropped from the roll. 

All resignations shall be made in writing to the Executive Committee ; 
but if made after the third Tuesday in March, such resignation shall 
not discharge the member presenting it from his dues for the current year. 

Corresponding Members shall not be required to pay initiation fee or 
dues; but they will be expected to correspond with the Secretary at 
intervals, not exceeding six months, on topies relating to the objects for 


which this Society is established. 


CHAPTER Y, 
MEETINGS. 

Regular meetings shall be held on the third Tuesday in the months of 
March, May, November, and January, at such hour and place as the Ex- 
ecutive Committee may direct; and five members shall constitute a 
quorum. 

The meeting in March to be the Annual and Anniversary meeting, at 
which the reports of Officers shall be read and considered; and the elec- 
tion and installment of new Officers shall take place. 

Special Meetings may be called by the President, or at the written 


request of five members in good standing. 


Printed by order of the Executive Committee. 


WM. POILLON, Secretary. 
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UMISMATA CROMWELLIANA: 

or the MepaLic History of OLIVEK CROMWELL. 
From the original Coins and Medals and unpublished 
Manuscripts. By Henry W. HENFREY, Author of a 
Guide to English Coins, ete. 


Finely printed on Toned Paper, in Demy Quarto, 
with Fifty-four Autotype [lustrations, in permanent 
photography, representing the Corns, MEDALS, and 
SEALS of the Protector. 


In this work, a complete historical deseription of all the Coins, 
Medals, Pattern Pieces, and Seals of Oliver Cromwell is attempted 
for the first time. The general reader will, it is hoped, be interested 
in the new light thrown upon the History of the Protectorate by 
these reliable witnesses, and may gain some idea of the beauty of 
those splendid specimens of seventeenth century art, hitherto unri- 
yalled in any country, the Works of Thomas Simon. 


The collector and student of English Coins will find amongst the 
numismatic information numerous facts, details, and elucidations 
which are absolutely unpublished: and the numerous Autotype 
illustrations furnish the first correct, and in some instances, the only 
representations yet published of many pieces. 


“Mr. Henfrey has treated his subject in a most attractive man- 
ner, and his work not only increases our knowledge of the medals 
and coins of the Commonwealth, but also is a notable contribution 
to the general history of that period. The autotype illustrations are 
admirable as works of art, and greatly assist the reader in his study 
of the text.’,——“ Academy.” 


LONDON: J. RUSSELL SMITH, 36 SOHO SQUARE, W. 
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No. 


COMMON ORDER. 


In the District Court of the Alnited Slates, 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. 





IN THE MATTER OF 


MA. CUGIAV LCC 





IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Couripany, ie Wie craic 


Bankrupt. 





Before JOHN FITCH, Register. 


Southern District of New York: 


At No. 345 Broapway, in the City of New York, in 


said District, on the 2G day of ies 
A.D. 187 7. 


Before JOHN FITCH, one of the Registers of said 
Court in Bankruptey. 
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Alnited States District Court, 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. : 








IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Before JOHN FITCH, Register. 
IN THE MATTER OF 


bx 


Bankrupt. 





COMMON ORDER. 





Before JOHN FITCH, Register, 
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. “led Sau alt Lei 7, 





At a Term of the District Court of the United States for the Southern District of 
New York, held at the City of New York, on the 18th day of November, 1871. 


Present—Hon. Samven Buarcurory, District Judge. 


In toe Marrer 
of 
| 


Tae Manuatrran Enearavina Company, \ 


In Bankruptey. 


Bankrupt. 





Upon the petition of John Sedgwick, Assignee in Bankruptey of the Manhattan Engraving 
Company, above named, dated the 18th day of November, 1871, and this day filed, it is ordered, 
that the claims of any persons, corporations, or firms, which may have been, or may be here- 
after presented to said Assignee for any engraved plates or engraving work, found by said As- 
signee in possession of said bankrupt, be, and the same are hereby referred to John Fitch, 
Esq., the Register in charge of this matter, to take such proof as may be produced before him 


respecting said claims, and that said Register report such proofs to the Court, with his opinion 
thereon, in each case separately. 


Witness the Honorable Samuel Blatchford, J udge of the said Court, and the seal 
esa thereof, at the City of New York, in said District, this 18th day of November, 
A. D, 1871. 
GEO. F. BETTS, 
Clerk. 
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